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President's Message: Federal Policy Priorities for
the Naturopathic Community ‐ Reflections on
the DC FLI 
By Carl Hangee‐Bauer, ND, LAc

Here it is, mid‐May already, and it's been a busy time at the AANP.

I'm sure you have read Karen Howard's report on this year's DC FLI. It was a
busy four days in Washington, D.C., as over 150 people, including more
than 100 naturopathic medical students, met on Capitol Hill to refine our
leadership skills, meet with legislators and their staff, and create a visible
presence in our nation's capital. For a profession as small as ours, we have
managed become known in the Halls of Congress. This year was my 3rd DC
FLI, and I noticed that we spent much less time explaining what
naturopathic medicine is and who we are and more time discussing issues
important to our profession, our members and our patients.

Read the rest of the piece at AANP's blog, "Physicians Who Listen."

News From the Office‐ May 2010: Gauging
Success, Staying Involved, and Moving Forward 
By Karen Howard

The Annual DC FLI is complete, but the work now just begins.  If you have
ever asked yourself why folks take the time and effort to travel to DC for
this event, let me share with you the following.  On Tuesday after our
annual lobby day, Cassandra Mannhardt, ND, RN, was named to serve on
Congressman Robert J. Wittman's Health Care Advisory Council for District
One, in Virginia.  How do we influence public policy?  We stay involved ‐ we
keep coming back ‐ and we create relationship.  The number of staff who
use naturopathic medicine, as reported back to me from our physicians and
students, is soaring, and the offers of support are growing exponentially.
Read More.

State Legislation Update‐ May 2010: Work for
2011 Accelerates as Legislative Sessions Draw to
a Close
By Michelle Clark, ND, Alliance Chair

As legislative sessions continue to draw to a close, the work for 2011 begins
to accelerate.  Successes continue for the naturopathic profession, both in
the form of victories and, equally important, significant progress toward
victory.  Congratulations to New Hampshire, whose members succesfully
negotiated through the regulatory process and expanded their formulary. 
Regulatory work is also underway in Hawaii and in Washington, DC ‐‐ a
reminder to everyone that once legislation becomes law, the real work
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begins. Read More.

Prolonged Service Codes
By W. Bruce Milliman, ND, and Eva Miller, ND 
(AMA ‐ CPT/Editorial Panel/HCPAC, representing the AANP)

There is one statement we hear over and over by our naturopathic
colleagues in response to contracting with insurance and that is "We aren't
reimbursed adequately for time". There are several ways within CPT to code
for time, one of which is discussed below. 

We sill start with explaining the Prolonged Physician Service codes in CPT.
Codes 99354 and 99355 are used in addition to Evaluation and Management
(E/M) codes (99211‐99215/99201‐99205) when a physician provides a
prolonged service directly to a patient in an outpatient setting that is
beyond the typical examination. 

Code 99354 is used to report the first hour (between 30‐74 min) of
prolonged services. Added time less than 30 min beyond that which is
included in the underlying E/M code cannot be separately reported. Code
99355 is used for each additional 30 minutes beyond the first hour. 

The key points here are:

That these codes are for use only in conjunction with a performed
E/M service (99201‐ 99215, 99241‐99245, 99324 ‐ 99337, 99341‐
99350).
That the prolonged service can only be used after the time allotted
for the designated E/M service has elapsed. For example, the patient
is seen for a 99213 (15 min) plus an additional 30‐74 minutes.
Assuming appropriate care and documentation, this interaction is
correctly coded as a 99213 + 99354.

We will discuss other coding options with regard to time in the next article.

We welcome your questions about coding and CPT, so feel free to contact
us.

AANP's Documentary Series on Naturopathic
Medicine Is Now in Syndication

The AANP's documentary series on naturopathic medicine is now in
syndication across the United States!  The series features interviews with a
number of naturopathic physicians, including Decker Weiss, ND; Lucy Rojo,
ND; Daemon Jones, ND; Beverly Yates, ND; Lena Kian, ND; and Marty Milner,
ND.  Don't miss your opportunity to catch this informative series in your
area!
 
Click here for more information on the series, and to find a syndicated
broadcast in your area.

Members in the Spotlight: Jane Guiltinan, ND;
Les Griffith, ND; and the Center for Natural
Medicine

Congratulations to Jane Guiltinan, ND, for being featured in this month's
Seattle Woman Magazine. Click here to read the article.
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Congratulations to Les Griffith, ND, who will be receiving an honorary
doctorate degree from the National College of Natural Medicine during their
commencement exercises on June 26th. Click here to read the press
release.

 

Congratulations to Ruddy, ND; Nancy Gutknecht, ND; and Allison Becker,
ND, who have opened the Center for Natural Medicine in Middleton, WI,
along with Sara Fleming, ND. The second clinic of its kind in the South
Central Wisconsin area, the Center for Natural Medicine uses an established
clinic model under the direction of Dr. Jill Evenson. Click here to read the
press release.

Corporate Member Spotlight: Seroyal
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Events and Announcements
Homeopathic Care During Pregnancy and Birth with John D Millar, ND
DHANP CCH HD (hon)
June 26‐27 ‐ Toronto, ON

The primary aim of this presentation will be to examine situations
presenting during delivery, which have the potential to require medical
intervention. The use of specially selected homoeopathic remedies can, in
many cases, can help to prevent an emergency situation from developing.
Through the use of various case examples the student will be exposed to the
homeopathic logic required to select a remedy and resolve the situation. 

Click here for more information and here to register!

Opportunities ‐ Visit AANP's Job Bank
The AANP has aN online job bank, where you can post your help wanted,
residency opportunities, and practice for sale ads. Monthly postings are free
for members, and $100/month for non‐members. If you have questions
about the job bank, email matthew.santoro@naturopathic.org.

Visit the job bank now.
 
New This Month in the Job Bank:

Consultant

Naturopathic Physician

Naturopathic Doctor

 Are you ready for a unique global health course?  Click here to learn more.
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